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Pzdonnance of the King, 


H E fincere deſire which the King hath had to maintain the Truce concluded in the 
Year 1684. induced His Majeſty rodiflemble the Condutt of the Miniſters of Spais in the 
Courts of all the Princes of Europe, where they laboured nothing more than to excite 
them to take up Arms againlt Fravce, His Majeſty was not ignorant, how far they were 
concerned in the Negotiation of the League of Awbcurg ; and was likewiſe informed of 
the part the Governor of the Spaniſh Low-Conntries had, in the Prince of Oranges Enter- 
prize againſt Exg/and ; but not being able to believe, that he ated therein by the Order of the King his 
Maſter, who was obliged by ſo many Reaſons of Religion, of Blood, and the Safery of all Kings, to oppoſe 
{auch an Ulurpation, His Majeſty had hoped, He ſhould have been able to induce the Catholick King to joyn 
with him for the Re-eſtabliſhmeat of the lawful King of Erg/ena, and the Preſervation of the Catholick 
R-ligion againſt the Union of the Proteſtant Princes ; or at leaſt, if the ſtate of Aﬀairs in Spain did not 
permit his Catholick Majeſty to enter into the like Engagements, to obſerve an exaCt Neutrality ; to which 
end, His Majeſty hath, ſince the Month of November laſt paſt, cauſed ſeveral Propoſals to be made to 
him, which were well received, whilſt the Succeſs of the Prince of Oranze's Enterprize ſeemed doubrſul, 
but theſe favourable Diſpolitions diſappeared ſo ſoon as it was known at Madrid, that the King of England 
had left his Kingdom, and nothing was then there ralk*d of but a War againſt Frarce. His Vajeſty un- 
derſtood at the ſame time, that the Spaniſh Ambaſſador was daily with the Prince of Orange, and follicited 
him to have the Engliſh declare War againſt Frexce : That the Governor of the Spaniſh Low-Countries 
raiſed Troops with great diligence ; that he promiſed the States-General to joyn them with their Forces at 
the beginning of the Campagne, and ſollicited them, as well as the Prince of Orange, to ſend Forces to 
Flanders, in order to put thoſe Countries into a poſture to make War upon France. All theſe Advices made 
His Majeſty think, he ought in prudence to know, what he was to depend upon, He therefore gave 
Order to the Marquis de Rebenac, his Ambaſſador at Madrid, to demand of the Miniſters of the Catholick 
King a poſitive Anſwer, offering him the Continuance of the Truce, upon condition, He would oblige 
himſelf to obſerve an exatt Neutrality, and nor to afliſt dire&ly or indiretly His Majeſty's Enemiesy but 
the Evil Councils having prevailed, His _—_ was informed, That the Reſolution was taken, to favour 
the Uſurper of Exg/and, and to joyn with the Proteſtant Princes. His Majeſty underſtood likewiſe, al- 
moſt at the ſame time, That the Prince of Orarge's Agents had received conſiderable Sums of Money at 
Cadiz and Madrid ; that the Troops of Holland and Brandenburg were entred into the Principal Places of 
the Spaniards in Flanders ; and that the Governor of the Loy-Countries for the King of Spain, did ollicite 
the States-General to cauſe their Forces to advance to Bruſſtls : All theſe Advices added to the Anſwer, 
which the Marquis de Rebenac received at Madrid, leaving His Majeſty no room to doubr, That the Inter- 
tion of the Catholick King is to joyn with his Enemies ; His Majeſty hath thought, He ought to loſe no 
time to prevent his Evil Deſigns 3 and hath reſolved to declare War againſt him, as well by Sea as Land, 
as He doth by theſe Preſents. His Majeſty, for this effe&, Commands and Enjoyns alt HisSubjects, Val- 
fals and Servants, to fall upon the Spaniards, and hath expreſly forbidden, and doth forbid, their having 
henceforward any Communicatioa, Commerce or Intelligence with them, upon pain of Death. And to 
this end, His Majeſty does revoke all Permiſſions, Paſſports, Safe-guards, and Safe-condudts, that may 
have been granted by himſelf, or his Lieutenant-Generals, and other his Offticers,. contrary to theſe Pre- 
ſents, and hath declared, and does declare them to be Null, and of no effeft and force, forbi*ding all 
perſons whatſoever to have any regard thereunto. His Majeſty Orders and Commands the Lord- Admiral, 
MVareſchals of France, Governors and Lieutenant-Generals for His Majeſty in his Provinces and Armies, 
Mareſchals de Camp, Colonels, Captains an4 Commanders of his Fcrces, as well Ho:fe as Foor French 
and Foreigners, and all other his Officers to whom it ſhall appertain, to cauſe the Conten's of theſe Pre- 
ſents to be put in Execution within the Extent of their reſpettive Powers and Juriſ(iRions : For ſuch 1+ Hig 
Majeſty's Pleaſure. He Wills alſo, and Enjoyns, That theſe Preſents be Publiſhed and athved in all the 
Towns, as well Maritime as others, and in all the Ports, Harbors, and other Places of his K'ngdom and 
the Territories under bis Obedience, where it ſhall be needfulz ro the end, none may pretend cauſe of 
Ignorance. Given at Verſailles the 15h. Day of April, 1689, 


Signed Lovis, ard underne:th I T. lier, 
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